Loss of heterozygosity in human germinal tumors.
The frequency of losses of heterozygosity has been investigated in 14 germinal tumors of the testis. Nonrandom deletion of whole or part of chromosome 11 was observed in four cases. In addition, loss of heterozygosity of all the informative loci analyzed was detected in one ovarian teratoma, indicating its post-meiotic origin. These results suggest that different genetic mechanisms (chromosomal deletions or meiotic segregation) that unmask putative recessive mutations are involved in the onset of germinal tumors.